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Dear Jameson 

Re: PA/333881/13 - Unit Adj. Asda, Hollins Road, OL8 4JZ  

 

I am writing to object to the above application. 

The council must act reasonably and within the law and take into account the full implications of a 
planning application on the local community. 

In Oldham the spread of betting shops is out of control. Our town centre is awash with betting 
shops and the predatory practices of companies such as Ladbrokes goes against our aspirations 
for the borough. 

I feel disappointed that Asda would seek to abuse the respect it has within the local community by 
allowing a betting shop concession. They may claim it is a commercial lease/agreement, but in my 
view it is more than that. With an increasing share of the food market and often becoming district 
centres in their own right supermarkets like Asda have a responsibility to look beyond profit and 
consider the community it is part of. I will be making representations separately to Asda on this 
matter. 

Ladbrokes have in two parts of Oldham demonstrated a very concerning and cynical business 
practice of opening multiple betting shops within metres of each other. The reason for this is 
twofold. Firstly they attempt to restrict other competitors (very free market) and more concerning 
for our community is the way they seek to operate more fixed odd betting machines. 

Under the current rules betting shops are limited to four of these units per shop. The simply way 
around this is to open another stop nearby. Often as close as across the road as in Oldham town 
centre, or even a few doors away as seen on Chadderton precinct. 

We are limited to restricting the number of betting shops as a borough because of poor planning 
laws which allow betting shops to set up on the high street without the need to apply for change of 
use. It is rare that the planning committee is able to decide on how the town should look and feel. 
But members have that chance now and it is one which should be taken to make a stand. 

To make my position clear; I am not against betting and I am not against betting shops on the high 
street. I am against the predatory practices and poor regulation which allows them to operate 
without fear of challenge. I am also against the focus on poorer areas where increasingly in tough 
economic times the desperation of debt and low incomes create a natural human response – to 
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find a way out of that cycle of poverty and debt. Simply saying it is a matter of individual choice or 
harmless fun in that context doesn’t wash. 

It is no coincidence that clusters appear very quickly with betting shops, pawn brokers and payday 
loan shops. They all are interdependent on poverty, desperation and creating a cycle of ‘normal 
behaviour’ whereby people take for granted that this is normal life – just how you get by. 

That isn’t the future I want for Oldham. 

Betting shops do provide employment, but only a handful of jobs at the most. We must also 
consider that aside from money spent on traditional forms of gambling, fixed odd betting machines 
generate £900 a week on average, per machine. A shop therefore with the maximum permitted 
number of machines will take £180k from the local economy each and every year. Is that truly 
good for the local community?  

Clearly the planning committee must make its decisions within the law and its powers, but I felt 
setting the context would be helpful. 

I move on then to the committee report. Although a precinct in defined as three or more units it 
can easily be argued that the location, scale and present of the Asda store constitutes a precinct. 

It is the main shopping precinct for the Hollinwood community and has in effect become the district 
centre.  

When the store was a Kwik Save it was actually three trading units made up of an independent 
butcher, supermarket and furniture retailer. It was only when the store was converted to a Netto 
that the butchers was removed and incorporated into the store. So it is my contention that the 
building was three units (or three trading units) which has subsequently become two. To then 
claim it is no longer considered a precinct is odd, its physical presence has not changed nor has 
its relationship to the community it serves. Losing the retail unit to a non-retail use is not good for 
the vibrancy of the high street and therefore should be refused as it goes against the intended 
spirit of DPD Policy 16. 

Yours sincerely 

 
Councillor Jim McMahon  

Leader and Member for Regeneration & Strategic Projects 

0161 770 4031 

james.mcmahon@oldham.gov.uk 

 


